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Challenges and Opportunities of Nation Bding in Somalia

Introductory Words

21 years of Cold War, followed by 18 years of civil war have destroyed all government and civilian infrastructure i
Somalia. 600,000 innocent civilmlost their lives, 3 million people were displaced, while others seek refuge in western
countries. Somali pirates, the rapid influx of refugees, human trafficking, illegal trading of weapons, and terroris
FOGAGAGASAS |t | NBrdealyadwedgenitghhe gitbatioh.] Ay 3 {2YFf Al Q

This misery is therefore, beyond the capability of the fragile Somali government or Somali people to resolve alone ar
that is why Canadian Friends of Somalia (CFS) in collaboration with Partnership Africa @ah)ad&galCanadian
Institute for Research and Development (SomCan) and Centre for Developmeenstudies at McGill University call the
international community to recognize the crisis in Somalia and seek their support for an immediate action to stop the
daily deadly violence and the shameful humanitarian devastation.

These are some of the many questions that required serious discussion and deliberation. With rapid changes unfoldil
in the world leading up to a new era of cooperation and globalizatiom,have to deal with challenges posed by
terrorism, humanitarian crisis, genocide, and failed states, Issues which cannot be ignored as we are considering how"
envisage our future as a community of Nations.

TheChallenges and Opportunitiesf Nation Buitling in SomaliaConference was our most successful yet, thanks in part
to our generous sponsors and fantastic speakers.

Delegates from various countries were able to attend this conference. The conference size was limited to about 250
delegates for reasanof space and logistics, though many more had requested to attend.

To attempt to do justice to the rich discussion that took place in Ottawa, we will publish this conference report.
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Warm Regards,

Farah AwOsman
Executive Director
Canadia Friends of Somalia
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Why this Conference?

Since the complete collapse of the state in 1991, Somalia has been overwhelmed by political crises
for the past 17 years, devastated by drought, flood, famine and harsh poverty. T he recent (2006-

present) violent conflicts further plunged the country into a full  -blown human catastrophe.. Some of
the United Nations Agenci es greatest lhum&niaman |ciisia éhsrecento n d i
y e a r " i§ the forgotten crisis," Unicef's Christian Balslev-Olesen told the BBC, saying Somalia

was 0t he worl d's wor st p IThecreperdussions af hhis | cldaoseane. nd@ longer
contained within its borders but have emphatically escalated this calamity into an alarming
international disasteré (t he UN Security Counci l has urged i
military are close to Somalia to help to tackle the piracy. Nato, Rassia, Japan, and China offered

their navy ships to fight piracy off the Somali coast, a mission that was welcom ed by the United
Nations.

Somali pirates, the rapid influx of refugees, human trafficking, illegal trading of weapons, terrorist
activities, al |l are internationali zing (Sccomad toa s
the UNHCR, in 2008 over 50,091 African migrants have crossed the Gulf of Aden this year in

boats operated by traffickers operating from Somali ports. while a total of 654 immigrants

drowned at the sea and another 654 went missing).

This misery is therefore, beyond the capability of the Somali government or Somali people to resolve
alone and that is why Canadian Friends of Somalia (CFS) in collaboration with Partnership Africa
Canada(PAC),SomaliCanadian Institute for Research and Development (SomCan) call the
international commun ity to recognize the crisis in Somalia and seek their support for an immediate
action to stop the daily deadly violence and the shameful humanitarian devastation by supporting
the Transitional Federal Government established by the International community.
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Transitional Federal Government of Somalia (TFG) A peace conference held in Kenya to reconcile
the warring factions in Somalia ended in 2004 and produced a Transitional Federal Charter. Following
the signing of the Charter, a Transitional Federal Parli ament was selected and a President elected. In
January 2005 the Transitional Federal Government (TFG) was formed. The TFG returned to Somalia
in August 2005 to a temporary seat of government in Baidoa, 150 miles North West of Mogadishu, the
capital. The Transitional Federal Parliament (TFP) met for the first time inside Somalia for the first
time in 15 years in February 2006. On January 8, 2007, Somali President Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed set
foot in the capital city of Mogadishu for the first time since taking office more than two years ago.

Hi s arrival symbol i zed Tramsitiondl ¢dderal yYsovemnynentS (@G lovera & s
fundamentalist Islamic militia tha t for the past two year had grown so powerful, it briefly controlled

much of the countryds territory. Wi th the |slamis
bring stability tothewar -t or n nati on, enabling it t ontletitthasowaovn o f f

for the last sixteen years.

Without peace, Somalia cannot move to reconstruction stage. Therefore, it is very critical that the
International community pressures both sides fighting in Somalia to cease the daily violent attacks
and to engage in dialogue in order to bring peace to the devastated citizens. This is the reason that
Canadian Friends for Somalia decided to host this conference in order to find out the best way that
the Canadian government and friends of Somalia can contribute to stabilization and the
reconstruction of Somalia.

Canadian Friends of Somalia History (CFS) : Canadian Friends of Somalia is an Ottawa based
organization dedicated to fostering a greater understanding of the social, political and economic
iIssues facing Sanalia and the Somali Canadians through effective programs, fundraisings, media
campaigns and other innovative community projects, Canadian Friends of Somalia promotes and
encourages a mutual understanding and friendly relations between the nations of Cana da and
Somalia.

In the past five years CFS has organized high profile events such as:

1 On December 6, 2004, CFS organized a reception that took place at Parliament Hill; the aim
was to make the public aware of difficulties that Somalis face within their na  tion because of
civil war and the need of humanitarian aid to help create an opportunity for a better quality
of life.

1 Tsunami Fundraising: It is a sad reality that in 2004 Boxing Day Eastern Somalia was struck
by a tsunami. CFS wanted to make a difference by providing humanitarian aid to alleviate
human suffering. CFS partnered with Oxfam Canada to raise approximately over $6000.
Oxfam Canada delivered the funds to Eastern Somalia so that those affected could have a
better quality of life after the tsunami .

1 Drought Fundraising: With drought striking Southern and Central Somalia in early 2006 CFS
wanted to make a difference and provide humanitarian aid. In collaboration with Oxfam
Canada and Somalia Graduate Network CFS was able to raise $6,000.

1 Educational Development Project: Building educational institutions can uplift people from
poverty and ignorance thus; CFS has led a successful nationwide fundraising activity to
collect money needed to develop land for Puntland State University.
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1 Conference on Somalia: Canadian Friends of Somalia marked 2006 International Human
Rights Day with addresses from various concerned Canadians including Jack Layton, federal
leader of the NDP, Senator Mobina Jaffer, Ambassador of the Republic of Yemen his
Excellency Dr. Abdulla Nasher, Rahim Jaffer, Chair of the national Conservative caucus, Hon.
Keith Martin, Official Opposition Critic for Foreign Affairs and other Members of Parliament
as well as representatives from the NGO community. CFS wanted to address the challenges
that Somalis face within their nation. Attendees assembled on Parliament Hill to call the
Canadian government to increase its aid to the region and reassess its approach to the
nation. The four actionable recommendations stressed include the implementation of  an
effective national policy framework for Somalia, and the appointment of a special Canadian
envoy for Somalia.

The Challenges and Opportunities of Nation Building in Somalia:

To host this conference, CFS collaborated with Partnership Africa Canada (PAC), SomCan Institute
for Research and Development and Centre for Developing-Area Studies McGill University, who have
been advocating for the timely direct intervention and support of the Canadian government in
Somalia over the past several years.

Conferen ce Objectives

Challenges and Opportunities of Nation Building in Somalia Conference had three objectives:

1. to update the current crisis in Somalia among the Canadian Government, Diplomatic Corps,
NGOs, and the Canadian Public.

2. to discuss the strategic role that the Canadian government, International Community,
International NGOs, and Somali can play in the stabilization of Somalia.

3. to share the recommendations of this conference with the Canadian Government, new
Somali authorities and the international ¢  ommunity.

Canadian Friends of Soma|im



Challenges and Opportunities of Nation Bding in Somalia

Speaking Notes

The Ret. Honourable Joe Clark, Former Canadian Prime Minister
Is Africa Falling off Canada's Foreign Policy Agenda? What Does Canada's Policy Towards Afri
Mean for Nation Building in Somalia?

This presentation explores two topics, relating to Canada's role in Africa and the developing
world and to Somalis in Canada and their constructive role in the Somalia conflict. Several facts
about the Somali diaspora in Canada stand out. It is large, with a conservativ e figure of 20,000
people in Toronto alone. Its size, along with its active leaders, demonstrates its potential to have
an important influence in Somalia and on public opinion in both Canada and the wider world.

Somalis in Canada are also divided. Shoull these divisions come to define the diaspora, it would
greatly limit its potential influence. These divisions likely originated in Somalia and are further
exasperated by the distance from the actual conflict. The Somali diaspora is also newer and
younger in comparison to diasporas more well -connected to their cultures of origin. As Canadians,
Somalis are united in their understanding of the need for peace and order in Somalia in any
rebuilding efforts. Their contributions include money sent to immediate a nd extended family
members for food, education, and shelter.

In spite of divisions within the diaspora, leaders are making great efforts to reach out to
Canadian allies and to encourage moderation within the diaspora. Somalis needs help from other
Canadans and to identify means of working with other Canadians to encourage peace in Somalia.
In the strong history of African organisations in Canada, it is apparent that government facilitation
and individual contributions work better in places where there i s order. Somalia is part of a tide of
crises that show no sign of improvement. Somalis can look to these comparable situations to learn
how to apply these contributions most effectively.

In Canada, it is unrealistic to expect any substantial new commitme nts from the Canadian
government. Canada's available public resources are already stretched and there is a lack of public
pressure among Canadians to become involved with Somalia. While there is also good news about
Africa, particularly from those countrie s which have high economic growth and foreign investment,
Somalia is unfortunately not among those countries.

While some countries have maintained aid to Africa as a high priority, Canada is not among
them. And while spending on defence is planned to increase over the next few years, foreign aid is
expected to fall slightly in terms of dol | ar s
particularly striking under the current Harper government.

‘ | Canadian Friends of Somalia



